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”The wheel of time turns, and Ages come and pass, leaving memories that become legend. Legend fades to myth, and even myth is long forgotten when the Age that gave it birth comes again. In one Age, called the third age by some, an Age yet to come, an Age long past, a wind rose in …”

So begins every book in Robert Jordan’s ”The wheel of time”

The wheel of time is a serie of books in the fantasy genre. So far this unfinished project contains of 8 books and noone know exactly how many more will come before Jordans exilarating story ends.

If one would simplify this vast and complex story, it would be about a world, controlled by the weave of faith, where long-time-ago-defeated evil, raises and proceeds toward the final battle against good. Furtenly this is not tha case, evil sometimes turns out to be good, and good to be evil, noone knows who is which and even the supposed good will have to destroy the world he may save, unless, the prophecies are incorrect.

Just like anyone would expect from a fantasy-story, ”the wheel of time” is set in a time much like our worlds middle-ages. The original thing about this story is that Jordan has created a whole world where each one of its pieces fits like the water in the sea, a place where kings and queens, shepherds, peasants and powerful forces are equally presented in a wonderful mixture of unbreakeble love, unreached hate and magic as beautiful and magnificant as life itself. Jordan has not only created a simple story, he is the creator of a second, almost touchable, world.

The wheel of time, which gave the books their title, is the wheel from which faith is woven, this weave controls the life of all creatures, all creatures except ta’veren. Ta’veren are people who, conciously or unconciously, forces the faith to the path they choose. The main character, Rand, later in the books also called ”the dragon reborn”, ”Lews Therin Telamon” and ”Car’a’carn”, is ta’veren just like two of his closest friends, The grinning, devilishy lucky Mat Cauthon and the villagesmith’s disciple Perrin Aybara (later also called ”Lord Perrin”, ”Lord of the wolves” and ”young bull”). As these three, from the beginning shepherd’s sons in a village far away from everything, is driven away by powerful, wise persons who know who these ”simple farmpeople” actually are, they learn about the secrets of the world, the powers of magic and their own heritage. They travel to find the knowledge they need to hinder a breaking of the world, they travel to escape from evil(and sometimes good) and everywhere they met new people and make new friends who makes the world even more complex. Eventully everyone of them ends up in different places far away from eachother and the books follows everyone, if one chapter is about Rand in ”the waste”, the next chapter can be about ”Loial” on the other side of the earth. The more people they meet, the more persons the story follows, sometimes it feels like the story is never going to end, those moments are especially nice.

The story is told in chronological order from an allknowing point of view and is richly decorated with poetic metaphores. The characters from different parts of Jordans world uses oldfashion language and the their accents are different depending on where the persons live. Jordans also uses descriptions of the character’s facial expression rather often, which give a better picture of their feelings.

”The wind was not a beginning. There are neither beginnings nor endings to the turning of the Wheel of Time. But it was a beginning.”     - Robert Jordan, ”The Wheel of Time”
